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TO COL GUAY
TOPSECRET SENSITIVE EXCLUSIVELY EYES “ONLY TOHAKT1

DECEMBER 6s» 1972

DELIVER IMMEDIATELY

Tr: _COLONEL GUAY

FROM:COLONEL KENNEODY

To: _ GENERAL HAIG

FOR: DR. KISSINGER

THE FOLLOWING IS A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT TO DR. KISSINGER:.
AFTER READING ALL YOUR MESSAGES, I AM AGAIN, ENORMOUSLY IMPRESSED -
8y THE SKILLFUL AND DEDICATED WAY THAT YOUR'!'RE HANDLING A TERRIBLY
DIFFICULT SITUATION.

BEFORE A DECISION OF THIS IMPORTANCE IS MADEs IT IS IMPERATIVE THAT
I TALK WITH YOU PERSONALLY, TO ACCOMPLISH THIS GOAL» I SUGGGEST
THAT YOU START TOMORROW'S SESSION BY SAYING THAT THE PRESIDENT |
HAS READ ALL OF YOUR MESSAGE AND A FULL TRANSCRIPT OF THE CONVERe
SATIONS TO DATE. HE ISs FRANKLYs SHOCKED BY THE TOTAL INTRANSI-
GENCE OF THE NORTH VIETNAMESE AND PARTICULARLY BY THE FACT THAT
THEY HAVE BACKED OFF OF THE COMMITMENTS THEY MADE IN THE MEETING
OF OCTUBER 26.

THENs I WANT YOU TO GO DOWN A LIST OF SPECIFIC QUESTIONS aN ALL aF
THE PROPOSALS THAT ARE CONTAINED IN YODUR MINIMUM POSITION CONTAINED
IN YOUR LAST MESSAGE ADDING TO IT THE SPECIFIC QUESTION ABQUT
WHETHER THEY WILL AGREE TO ANY LANGUAGE COVERING THE WITHORAWAL
OF NORTH VIETNAMESE FORCES FROM SOUTH VIETNAM. I ASSUME THAT THEIR
ANSWERS TO VIRTUALLY ALL OF THESE QUESTIONS WILL BE NEGATIVE»

BUT THE PURPOSE IS TO MAKE THE RECORD CLEAR ONCE AND FOR ALL.

I THEN WANT YOU TO ASK THEM WHAT IS THEIR FINAL OFFER.

YOU WILL THEN TELL THEM THAT YOU WILL REPORT THE ANSWERS THEY HAVE
GIVEN TO THE PRESIDENT DIRECTLY AND THEN YOU WILL CONTACT THEM

AS TO THE TIME AND THE COWDITIONS FOR FURTHER MEETINGS.

I AM TOTALLY CONVINCED THAT QUR BREAKING OFF THE NEGOTIATIONS BY
MAKING A DEMAND FOR THEM TpQ WITHDRAW THEIR FORCES FROM SOUTH
VIETNAM. WHICH WE KNOW IN ApDVANCE THEY WILL REFECTs WOULD BE A
DISASTROUS ERROR ON (JUR PART, IF THE NEGOTIATIONS ARE TO BE BROKEN
OFF, IT MUST BE ABSOLUTELY CLEAR THAT THEY WERE RESPONSIBLE
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FOR BREAKING DFF THE NEGOTIATIONS RATHER THAN WE,

1 ALSD AM FIRMLY CONVINCED THAT WE SHOULD NOT PAINT QURSELVES
INTOD A CORNER BY SAYING LIKE "THIS IS QUR LAST OFFER»"™ OR WTHIS
IS NUR FINAL MEETING." LEAVE A CRACK OF THE OOOR OPEN FOR FURTHER
DISCUSSION, YOU CAN IMDICATEs OF CDURSE» THAT THE OFFER YOU ARE
MAKING WHICH SHOULD BE OPTION I OF YOUR LAST MESSAGE TO ME, IS THE
ONLY ONE YOU BELIEVE I WILL APPROVE, BUT BEYOND THATs I WOULD NOT
INDICATE THAT THIS IS THE FINAL OFFER AND THAT IF THEY DON'T
TAKE IT YOUR'RE GOING TO BREAK OFF NEGOTIATIONS AND THAT THEY WILL
HAVE TO TAKE THE CONSEQUENCES OF MILITARY ACTIVITY,

1 WANT YOU TO GIVE THEM EVERY OPPORTUNITY TO ACCEPT THE FIRST
OPTION OF YOUR LAST MESSAGE TO ME, 1 AGREE WITH YOU THAT 'THE
POSSIBILITY OF THEIR ACCEPTING IT IS QUITE REMOTEs BUT THEY,
SHOULD BE GIVEN EVERY OPPORTUNITY TO ACCEPT IT OR REJECT IT,
BUT WHAT IS ABSOLUTELY IMPERATIVE IS THAT WE ARE NOT PUT INTO

A POSITION WHERE WE BREAK OFF THE TALKS = THAT WILL PLAY DIRECTLY
INTO THEIR HANDS AND WILL BE FATALLY DAMAGING TOD OUR DOMESTIC
PASITION IN THIS COUNTRY., 1 REALIZE THAT YOU THINK THAT If 1
GO ON TELEVISION THAT I CAN RALLY THE AMERICAN PEODPLE TO
SUPPORT AN INDEFINITE CONTINUATION OF THE WAR SIMPLY FOR THE |
PURPOSE 0OF GETTING OUR PRISONERS BACK. I WOULD AGREE THAT THIS
1S A POSSIBILITY AT THIS TIME. BUTs THAT CAN WEAR VERY THIN :
WITHIN A MATTER OF WEEKS ~ PARTICULARLY AS. THE PROPUOGANDA DRGANS.
- NOT ONLY FROM NORTH VIETNAMs BUT IN THIS COUNTRYs BEGIN TQg
HAMMER AWAY AT THE FACT THAT WE HAD A MUCH BETTER DEAL IN HANDs
AND THEN BECAUSE OF SAIGON!S INTRANSIGENCE: WE WERE UNABLE YO
COMPLETE IT..
ON THE BROADER SUBJECTS WHICH YOU AND I MUST DISCUSS AT,
LENGTH WHEN WE MEET, BUT WHERE A DECISION DOES NOT HAVE TU BE
MADE RIGHT NOWs WE HAVE TO WEIGH THE OPTION DF TAKING THE HEAT
FOR MASSIVELY INCREASED BOMBING FOR 8 MONTHS. FOR THE LIMITED
PURPOSE OF GETTING OUR PRISONERS BACK, THIS ACTION CARRIES:
WITH IT THE HIGH POSSIBILITY THAT SOUTH VIETNAMs IN THAT

PERIOD» WILL COLLAPSE DUE TO THE FACT THAT WE MAY WELL HAVE THE
CONGRESSs DESPITE ALL OUR EFFORTSs CUT OFF MILITARY AND
ECOMOMIC ASSISTANCE TO SAIGON AS THE STORY UNFOLDS THAT SAIGON'S.
INTRANSIGENCE WAS REALLY THE CAUSE FOR THE BREAK UP OF THE
TALKS.,
AS AGAINST THAT OPTION» WE MUST WEIGH A COURSE OF ACTION IN
WHICH AT ITS WORST WE WOULD SIMPLY DECIDE WHAT WAS NACESSARY
TO OFFER THE NORTH VIETNAMESE TO GET OUR PRISONERS BACK NOW

AND GET OUT NOW AND TAKE THE RISK OF THE COLLAPSE OF SAIGON
DCCURRING NOW, RATHER THAN WAITING UNTIL LATER. THIS 1S
SOMETHING WE WILL OF COURSE DO EVERYTHING WE CAN TO PREVENT,
WHETHER CONTINUING THE BOMBING F{R THE SOLE PURPOSE OF GETTING
OJUR PRISONERS BACK IS GDING TO BE WORTH THE COST IN TERMS OF
WHAT YT WILL 0O TO OUR RELATIONS WITH THE CONGRESS» TO OUR
SUPPORT IN THE COUNTRYs DOMESTICALLY» AND TO GQUR RELATIONS WITH
THE CHINESE AND THE RUSSIANS» ARE ALSO FACTORS THAT WE HAVE
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Tl CONSIDER,

HOWEVER YOUR MEETING COMES QUT TODAY., IF IT DOES NOT END
IN A SETTLEMENTs AND OF CDURSE 1 KNOW AND AGREE WITH YOU
THAT THERE IS A VERY REMODTE POSSIBILITY THAT YOU WILL MAKE
A BREAKTHROUGH ON THE SETTLEMENT SIDEs WE WILL EMBARK ON A
VERY HEAVY BOMBING IN THE NORTH, BUT WE ARE GOING TO DO
IT WITHOUT A DRAMATIC TELEVISION ANNODUNCEMENT OF IT. THE
THING TO DO HERE IS TO TAKE THE HEAT FROM THE WASHINGTON
ESTABLISHMENTs WHO KNOW THE DIFFERENCEs FOR STEPPING UP THE
BOMBING WHICH WILL OCCUR FOR A FEW DAYS, AND SIMPLY ACT
STRONGLY WITHDUT ESCALATING PUBLICITY ABOUT OUR ACTIONS

By WHAT WE SAY ABOUT THEM.

END TEXT

WARM REGARDS, .
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